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June 1, 2020 
 
Dear Students, 
 
Welcome back! As you know, Messiah College is all about community. It’s who we are, and 
we’re intentional about nurturing this core value from our very first interactions with all students, 
parents, employees and friends. We have deeply missed having our campus community together, 
and we are eager to resume the relational, transformational educational experience for which 
Messiah is so well known. Accordingly, I am pleased to announce that — Messiah University 
will be reopening in August for an on-campus, in-person start to its undergraduate fall 
session. 
 
Campus administrators and educators have been working diligently to develop and implement 
Messiah’s reopening strategy. We are collaborating with local healthcare systems and authorities 
on a reopening plan that places health and safety at the forefront, focuses on optimal student 
learning—and complies with state, CDC and other public health standards.  
 
We are preparing to carry out our mission in some new ways this fall. Messiah’s sense of 
authentic Christian educational community remains at our core. But understandably, how we live, 
learn, worship and work together will need to be different. Here is what I am able to confirm 
for you at this point, with additional details to be released throughout the weeks ahead. Please 
watch your Messiah email, and we will be launching a “Bridge to Reopening” website by mid-
June where you will be able to stay informed of the latest updates.  
 

• Adjusted academic calendar: We are adjusting the fall calendar to minimize the 
potential campus exposure that would likely result from students traveling and returning 
over breaks, particularly breaks in the mid-to-late fall. The fall 2020 calendar will be 
moved up by one week, eliminating fall break and concluding classroom instruction 
with evening classes on the Tuesday prior to Thanksgiving break. Finals will be 
conducted remotely in the week following Thanksgiving, concluding the fall semester at 
the end of the first week of December. 

 
The first day of classes for all undergraduate students will be Tuesday, Aug. 25. 
Students could be assigned a move in-date/time beginning as early as Aug. 17. Additional 
details about new student Welcome Week and the undergraduate move-in schedule will 
be communicated by mid-to-late July 2020. 
 
It is important to know that while it is our firm intent to proceed with the above reopen 
calendar, Messiah’s plans may be subject to change based on fluid public health 
directives related to COVID-19. If changes are necessary, students and their families will 
receive notifications as quickly as possible via email, and via our emergency website.  
 

• Course delivery: Messiah University is planning to offer the full range of previously 
scheduled fall 2020 classes, and is committed to offering residential, face-to-face 
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instruction as part of its undergraduate experience this fall. In addition, these courses will 
be available for students who need to learn remotely, including internationally based 
students who may not be able to travel; so if students are not comfortable or able to 
attend in person, we still welcome you to begin classes with us this fall. 
 
Central to our preparations are ensuring proactive health and safety measures in our in-
person classroom setting. For instance, to achieve adequate social distance, some 
classroom assignments may be changed from typical locations while other courses will 
employ a staggered model of rotating the days when students attend face-to-face and the 
days when students attend remotely throughout the week. While the model used to ensure 
adequate health and safety may vary from course to course, every course will be designed 
and delivered in a way that provides an equitable, effective learning opportunity for 
students, whether they are present face-to-face or learning remotely. This type of high-
flexibility, high-quality course delivery will provide students the most options based on 
their individual health needs. 

  
• Course registration: Current students who have already registered for fall do not need to 

re-register for classes; the schedule of courses remains unchanged. First-year and transfer 
student registration will continue to register for courses as planned in early June via the 
MyMC accepted student portal. 

 
• Student housing and dining: We are currently working on a residential plan that will 

socially distance our on-campus living spaces, but still allow all students to have access 
to Messiah University housing. Students also have the continued option to commute 
according to Messiah’s current commuter policy. Similarly, campus dining venues are 
being prepared to accommodate social distance and incorporate proactive safety 
measures—and dining plan options are being revaluated to better meet students’ needs 
during this adjusted semester. More details on student housing and dining plans will be 
communicated by July 1, 2020.  
 

• On-campus healthcare: Messiah’s Engle Health Center is adding additional staff hours 
and aligning its resources to continue to provide for the routine health of our students, 
while simultaneously navigating this public health crisis. This includes: 
 

o providing resources and developing clear, concise protocols for COVID-19 
testing, screening, surveillance and containment 

o identifying locations and support protocols where students who need to be 
isolated or quarantined may be cared for on campus  

o proactive stocking of personal protective equipment (PPE) 
o expanding on-campus telehealth resources for students 

 
Students and employees will receive additional details about on-campus health protocols 
and resources for the fall 2020 semester by July 15. 
 

• Campus deep cleaning: This summer, Messiah staff have been deep cleaning and 
disinfecting all areas of campus, focusing additional resources on high-traffic and 
common-use areas. Teams will be installing protective Plexiglas and other safety shields, 
increasing hand sanitizing stations, thinning out furniture/seating and adding signage to 
help with social distancing. Enhanced cleaning and disinfecting protocols will continue 
throughout the fall session in compliance with all state and CDC guidelines to help 
protect our campus community.  

https://www.messiah.edu/download/downloads/id/537/Commuter_Students.pdf
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Messiah is also in process of developing detailed plans and protocols for: 
 

• Safe reopening of studio and lab spaces, Murray Library, the fitness center, athletic 
facilities and other campus common-use areas; 

• Cocurricular programming—including faith development, service and ministries, 
athletics, the arts, and student clubs and organizations 

• Off-campus programs, including a decision on when we can safely resume study abroad 
• Employee work practices and spaces 
• Campus visitor policies  

 
We plan to communicate additional details and information to students, their families and 
employees no later than Aug. 1, 2020.  

 
It is essential that you continue to watch your Messiah email throughout the summer for the 
most updated information. If we each come prepared to do our part—to be patient, flexible, 
gracious and supportive of each other—I am confident that we will have a meaningful fall 
semester as a Christ-centered educational community!   
 
I think it is safe to say that this is not how any of us imagined our first semester as Messiah 
University! But as our Messiah “see anew” stained glass window metaphor illustrates—in the 
grace of our shared love of Christ, and in our study, worship and service, our individual 
contributions combine to create a beautiful masterpiece—one which can only be achieved 
together.  
 
I can’t wait to see you in August! 
 
Your president, 
 
Kim S. Phipps 
 


